
I am married and 

I have three 

children.

I have two dogs, Max 

and Leo. 

I enjoy hiking, 

camping, 

snowboarding and 

spending time with 

my family. 

Faces of Carver!!
Lisa Bizzell

-Principal

After spending ten years in the Army, I realized how much I enjoy 
teaching and became a teacher! I taught fifth grade and 7th grade 
Life Science until I became an Assistant Principal for four years. I 
am now the Principal of Carver Elementary and I am excited to be on 
this journey with the Carver Community!!!



My Grandma inspires 

me the most!

I like to spend time 

outdoors and explore. 

My favorite movies 

are WWII movies. I 

like granola bars, 

coconut water and 

coffee!

Faces of Carver!!
Gio Franco Diaz

Counselor

I am from Peru and received my MA in Counseling and Human Services with an emphasis in School 
Counseling from UCCS. My favorite hobbies are dancing, hiking, camping and pretty much all 
outdoor activities. Previously to becoming a Counselor, I worked for over six years in Human 
Resources. While translating for schools and student discipline, I discovered my passion to work 
with students and families as a Counselor. I worked at a middle school before coming to Carver. I 
decided elementary school is the best place to start because I am very passionate about prevention 
and early intervention strategies. I love the Carver community and I am very excited for the 
upcoming school year! 



Faces of Carver!!
Cassie FredricksonTeaching and Learning 

Coach

I’ve been in education for 21 years. I’ve taught every grade, but 3rd. 
I’ve been a TLC for 8 years. I am inspired by children learning how 
to read and learning to read might be the hardest thing a child ever 
has to do. I enjoy binge watching TV and watching my son on the 
ice. I am at Carver to give every child that walks through the door 
the best chance for their literary life .

I am inspired by 

children learning 

how to read and 

learning to read 

might be the hardest 

thing a child ever has 

to do. I enjoy spicy 

food!



Faces of Carver!!
Karen Valdez

School Admin 

Assistant

I enjoy spending time 

with my dog, Sully 

and resting and 

relaxing on the 

weekends. My 

favorite movie is 

Chocolate. 



Faces of Carver!!
Maria Rivera-Gonzalez

Community 

Liaison 

My children inspire 

me the most.  

passion of mine. I 

enjoy spending time 

with my sons on the 

weekends and 

walking. My favorite 

movie is Field of 

Dreams. 



Positive people 

inspire me the most!

I like to read, hike, 

exercise, solve puzzles 

(including the Rubik's 

cube) and color/paint. 

My favorite restaurant 

is Café Rio. 

My favorite movie is 

Despicable Me. 

Library 

Technology 

Educator
Teaching children has been a passion of mine. It started 21 years ago 
where I am actively volunteering and teaching in the children's 
ministry at my church. I am a product of D11 and have been in this 
district since kindergarten, graduating from Doherty High School. 
This will be my 14th year teaching in D11 and my 10th year at Carver 
Elementary. Before becoming the Library Technology Educator 
(LTE), I taught kindergarten for 6 years and was a reading 
interventionist for 3. I am excited for a new Carver school year and 
for the journey ahead! I get to teach staff and students how to use 
technology in innovative ways. 

Faces of Carver!!
Samantha Taylor



Faces of Carver!!
Carrie 

Lander

Art Teacher and Reading 

Interventionist

I'm originally from New Jersey and found my way out to 
Colorado in a happy accident. I met my husband in Denver and 
we decided to move to Colorado Springs to start our family. 
After my boy was born I worked many places in D11 finding my 
way here to Carver. Teaching Art has been a wonderful 
experience and I feel I learn something new every day. I love 
being able to do art and reading. Two very different sides of me 
in one job! 

My family inspires 

me and I like to bike 

and play board 

games. My favorite 

restaurant in Oscar 

Blues and my 

favorite movie is Cry 

Baby and Dodgeball.



Coach K. inspires 

me the most!
I like to travel, cycling,  

and being with family  

My favorite movie is 

Space Balls. My 

favorite restaurant is 

Bang Up to the 

Elephant.

Faces of Carver!!
Coach Lindsey

PE Teacher

I'm a soccer loving, pie eating traveler who loves his wife, his 
daughter and anything French. This will be my sixth year 
here at Carver. I came across Carver while working as DJ for 
a fundraiser company. Why did I switch? Because P.E. is the 
coolest thing ever. We have some great students and an 
AWESOME......basketball court. I  graduated from  UTSA 
and Belmont.



Faces of Carver!!
Michal Garner

Music 

Teacher

I’ve always known I wanted to be a music teacher! I’m a 3rd 
generation music teacher just like my mother and her mother. I’ve 
been playing French horn since 2006 and I play with 2 groups here in 
Colorado Springs. I went to CU Boulder for Music Education and 
have since taught middle school band and now elementary music at 
Carver. Every day is a new adventure and it’s my goal to have as 
much fun along the way! I went to 3 high schools: Winnsboro High 
School in Winnsboro, Texas, Sand Creek High School and Liberty 
High School here in Colorado Springs. I love teaching music and 
wanted to try working with elementary schoolers!

Our orchestra Teacher, 

Mr. Bell, inspires me 

the most. He was my 

high school band 

director and I love 

working with him at 

Carver. I like to play 

video games with 

friends.



I admire intelligent 

people that can express 

intelligent thoughts. I 

like to play music and 

work on motorcycles. 

My favorite movie is 

Forrest Gump.

Faces of Carver!!
Raymond Bell

Orchestra 

Teacher

I began my teaching career as a band director in Albuquerque, NM where I taught JH/3 
elementaries and two different high schools for 13 years. I moved to Colorado Springs in 
1985 to pursue a business opportunity in sales until 2003 when I returned to being a band 
director. I also taught band for 3 years at Harrison HS and then taught band and 
orchestra at Sand Creek HS where I retired in 2017. When a half time elementary 
position became available in D11, I discovered that my CDE License had expired the 
Summer of 2018 so I jumped through those hoops and began teaching at the end of 
October that fall. I’m half time at both Carver and Wilson teaching 4/5 grade strings. I 
enjoy introducing students to making music. 



Faces of Carver!!
Deborah Blake

Band 

Teacher

I've been married to Tim 

for 27 years and we have 

three of our own children; 

Maddy (24yrs. old), and 

twins Sam and Ethan (21 

yrs. old).  We have three 

Huskies, Coco (13 yrs. old),  

Mirah (one year old) 

Golda (5 months), and one 

cat, Jada Grey (13 yrs. old).  

I started playing the flute when I was 11 yrs. old. When I was in 5th 

grade, I earned a scholarship to The Interlochen Arts Academy, 

where I graduated high school. Next, I attended The Juilliard School 

in New York, New York, where I earned my Bachelor and Masters 

Degrees in Flute Performance! I started teaching BAND in 2001 in 

Landstuhl, Germany for a DoDDS American school. We moved to 

Colorado in 2005, and I've been teaching BAND in D11 ever since! I 

have been teaching middle school BAND for 20 years. I am excited 

to start this new journey teaching Elementary BAND.



My mother inspires me 

the most because she 

was a cosmetologist 

and then went back to 

school to get her 

teaching degree in 

special education. My 

favorite movie is Sea 

Biscuit. 

Faces of Carver!!
Sarah Gonzales

Kindergarte

n

I am from New Mexico. I earned my degree at New Mexico 
Highlands University. I taught at Anton Chico, New Mexico. I 
was hired at a job fair at the university. I have taught second, 
first and kindergarten at Carver. I am working at Carver 
Elementary because of the students who enjoy learning.  I 
enjoy taking care of my flowers and sorta sweet tea and 
peppermint patties. 



People who listen 

more than they talk 

inspire me!

I like to ride my bike, 

hike, go to soccer or 

volleyball games. My 

favorite movies are 

Marvel or DC movies.

Faces of Carver!!
Amber Mello

Kindergarte

n

I worked as a kinder teacher at Scott Elementary 
before coming to Carver. This is a second career for 
me. Before becoming a teacher, I was a Marketing 
Director at a local law firm.  I love D11 and I love 
teaching kindergarten! I am so excited to start the year 
with a great team at Carver.



People living with a 

terminal disease 

inspire me the most!

I like to read, listen 

to music and walk 

with my friend. My 

favorite movie is 

Pride and Prejudice.

Faces of Carver!!
Christine Macek

Education 

Assistant

I am originally from England and have lived in Colorado Springs for 31 years. My husband is 
retired military. I have three sons and five grandchildren. Coming back to Carver Elementary 
is where it all started 17 years ago and is prioritizing my life. I love being with children and 
cannot imagine not being around them.
I love a peppermint mocha Frappuccino's  and Doritos.



Faces of Carver!!
Lauren Skar

I am a Colorado native. I have three awesome children who make my life exciting and a 
partner I have been with for 13 years! After finishing high school, I started to pursue a 
degree in education but changed my mind and switched to Psychology. In 2015, I graduated 
with my master's degree in counseling and had my youngest daughter. After completing my 
counseling internship, I wanted to stay home with the kids, working weekends at an urgent 
care. I come from a long line of teachers and this year I am so fortunate to get a chance to 
work in the kindergarten classroom, one of my dream jobs! I attended the University of 
Phoenix and and I like to crochet, create junk journals, go for walks in the beautiful 
Colorado sunshine, read, watch movies with my family, spend time with my cats, and take 
care of my plants. My dad was a D-11 teacher for over thirty years and when I was a kid I 
used to love playing school. I feel like education is where I belong. I have always loved 
working with kids and find it the most rewarding work. I can't wait to watch our students 
learn and grow this school year and I feel honored to be a part of it!

Every day my 

children inspire me 

to be the best 

person I can be! My 

favorite movie is 

Napoleon Dynamite. 

I enjoy Santana's 

Vegan Grill.

Education 

Assistant



Faces of Carver!!
Mr. Sam Hass

Education 

Assistant



I am married. 

I have two 

wonderful 

daughters.

I like to spend time 

with my family, 

swim, bike, and 

going to the library. 

Faces of Carver!!
Patti Shields-1st Grade

I was previously an interventionist at Carver and I am excited to 
return as a first grade teacher! I want to rebuild my career. Coming 
back to Carver is like coming home. I want to grow and inspire my 
students to love to learn. I graduated from Palmer High School and 
the University of Northern Colorado. Teachers inspire me the  most!



I like to spend time 

with my friends on 

the weekend and do 

puzzles. My favorite 

foods are peach tea 

and Lays Potato 

chips. My favorite 

restaurant is Red 

Robin. 

Faces of Carver!!
Christina Shuler

First

Grade

I have two sisters, grew up here in Colorado Springs, 
and went to District 20 schools. This will be my fifth 
full year here at Carver Elementary. I am excited to 
transition from a support role to a classroom 
teacher. 



Faces of Carver!!
Brenda Hollars

Second 

Grade 

Teacher

I graduated from Indinaola High School in Iowa and went to 
Iowa State University where I received my BA. I then moved to 
Denver, Metro State College where I received my teaching 
degree. I taught 3 years at Englewood Public Schools in Denver, 
then moved to the Springs and stayed home with my kids for 5 
years. Slowly, I got back into teaching and have been with D11 for 
17 years with 12 of  those here at Carver. I love making a 
difference in students lives!

My parents inspire 

me the most. 

I like to spend time 

with my family. 

I love Mexican 

restaurants. 

My favorite movie is 

The Notebook.



Faces of Carver!!
RaeLynn Chapman

Second 

Grade 

Teacher

I just moved back to Colorado after teaching first grade in Florida. 
This will be my second year as an educator. I have a Bachelor's in 
Elementary Education from Flagler College in St. Augustine, FL and 
will have my Master's in Learning and Technology come January. 
Although I have spent a lot of time living in Florida and Colorado, I 
was born and raised in New Jersey.  I am grateful to have found 
Carver Elementary and cannot wait to meet my 2nd graders!!

I spend my free 

time finding 

new trails to 

hike and 

spending time 

with friends and 

family. 



My mother inspires 

me the most!

I like to serve at my 

church and spend 

time with friends/ 

family. ! 

My favorite movies 

are Harry Potter!

Faces of Carver!!
Kelsey Blassingame

Third 

Grade

This will be my ninth year here at Carver. I have taught 
many different grades while being here. I am one of the 
third grade teachers. I moved out here from California 
and Carver was the first school to take a chance on me as a 
first year teacher. I work here because I love the students 
and their families. 



As a family, we love 

spending time together, 

trying new things, and 

making memories. We 

play golf, travel in the 

summer, watch football 

and play Fantasy 

Football in the winter. Go 

Pack Go! Wherever we 

go, we always enjoy good 

food! 

Faces of Carver!!
Abbi Torrez

Third 

Grade

This is my first year back in the classroom after taking five years to stay 
home and raise our two boys. I am excited to get back to what I love, 
teaching children. I am a graduate of Doherty High School and started 
my teaching career almost 15 years ago. There is no greater joy than to 
help a child grow, blossom, and gain the skills they need for a successful 
life. My mother is the strongest, smartest, most dedicated and patient 
person I know. She gives unconditional support and unwavering love to 
everyone she meets. I try to be more like her everyday.



My parents inspire me 

the most. I attended 

Adams State College. 

On the weekends, I 

like to rest, recover, 

go to church and read. 

My favorite movie is 

Back to Burgundy!!

Faces of Carver!!
Mandy Smith

4th Grade 

Teacher

Hi. My name is Mandy Smith and  I am a military brat and come from a large family. My 
dad was in the Army. He retired in Colorado Springs in 1981 and I've been here ever 
since. I'm a 4th grade teacher here at Carver. I came to Carver very early in my teaching 
career many years ago.  I work at Carver to build trusting relationships with kids so that 
they'll be able to learn and grow.

I enjoy water with 

lemon. My favorite 

places to eat are 

Panera and Red Robin.



Faces of Carver!!
Carey Smith

Fourth 

Grade 

TeacherI have been here at  Carver  for 24 years and 
have taught grades 3-5. I graduated from 
Mitchell High School, UCCS, and Colorado 
College. I enjoy Limeade and jelly beans. My 
favorite restaurant is Bonefish Grill. I love to 
make a difference in kids' lives. 

Teachers inspire me 

the most. I like to  

drink coffee on the 

deck, read, swim, 

hike or bike on my 

weekends. My 

favorite movie is 

Somethings Gotta 

Give. 



I like to hike, go to the 

gym, and read at 

coffee shops! 

I like chocolate 

covered pretzels. My 

favorite movie is In 

the Heights. 

Faces of Carver!!
Renee Lane

4th Grade 

Student 

Teacher
My name is Renee. I am a student teacher from CCU this year, and will be 

teaching 4th grade with the amazing Carey Smith! When I'm not doing 
coursework or planning lessons, I love trying new coffeeshops, reading, hanging 
out with my family and our 9 chickens, and going to the gym. I grew up in 
Colorado Springs, but recently moved back here from Boulder. I'm looking 
forward to rediscovering the city and starting my teaching journey at Carver 
Elementary. Carver Elementary is a part of the neighborhood I grew up in. 
While I didn't attend Carver as a student, I've spent the majority of my time in 
the surrounding areas, and have felt connected to Carver Elementary for a long 
time. I want nothing more than to see these students succeed academically and 
socially.



Pinterest people 

inspire me the 

most!

I like to sit on my 

patio and read. 

My favorite movie 

is Steel Magnolias.

Faces of Carver!!
Angie Rivera

Fifth Grade

I'm a mom of 2 beautiful daughters and a step-mom to a 
handsome son. This will be my 36th year teaching 
intermediate grades and I am planning to "graduate" in 3 
years. :-) Growing up, I always knew I wanted to be a teacher 
and still love being around kids all day.  I seem to have an 
affinity for reaching struggling learners and supporting 
families going through difficulties. Most of my teaching 
career has been in Title 1 schools. 



My parents inspire 

me the most!

I like to spend time 

outside, hike, watch 

TV, and curl up with 

a good book! 

My favorite movie is 

Forrest Gump!

Faces of Carver!!
Kyleigh Cowles

Special 

Education

I am a first year teacher with a degree in Elementary Education and 
two minors in Special Education Strat II and Mathematics. I am 
originally from central Iowa but was able to do my student teaching 
in Colorado Springs in an Elementary School and a High School. I 
officially graduated from the University of Northern Iowa this May 
after finishing student teaching. I am excited to be part of the Carver 
Community!!



I was one of the two Mod needs special education teachers (grades 3-
5) at Stratton Meadows and was admitted to Evans Army Hospital 
last May twice for viral pneumonia. I went back in August and in 
October I was forced to resign to recover fully from having viral 
pneumonia. Once I fully recovered and was able to go back to work, 
my position at The Meadows had been filled by another SPED 
teacher. At that time the elementary schools on Fort Carson were 
still requiring staff and students to wear masks. I decided to start 
subbing out there because of this reason. To make a long story short, 
I ended up being a long term sub (five months) for an Autism center 
base class, grades 3-5. Guess who the SPED AP was, wait for it....Yep, 
it was Mrs. Bizzell and I followed her to Carver. With Mrs. Bizzell as 
the new principal, I see awesome things happening at Carver!

I am most inspired 

by my students and 

watching them grow. 

I love to fly fish, 

watch Star Wars and 

drink Mountain Dew. 

I spent 30 years in 

the Navy and 

graduated from the 

University of West 

Florida! 

Faces of Carver!!
Paul Stewart

Special 

Education



My children inspire 

me the most! I am 

from Maine and like 

to spend time with 

my family. My 

favorite restaurant 

is Olive Garden. 

My favorite movie is 

Moms Night Out. 

Faces of Carver!!
Amy Glispy

Special 

Education EA

I’m a mom of 9 children with 4 boys still living at home. 😊 I 
have 2 beautiful granddaughters! We are a very close family and 
love to do lots of outdoor activities together including hiking, 
fishing and day trips. I homeschooled for 17 years and we are 
making a transition into public education. That’s how I ended up 
at Carver.🥰
I want to make a difference in a child’s life. 😜



I enjoy hiking, 

fishing, hunting, 

camping, and 

doing things with 

my family. My 

favorite movies are 

Harry Potter. 

Faces of Carver!!
Alysha Davis

Special 

Education EA

I am from the small town of Westcliffe, Colorado. I am currently 
in school getting my Early Childhood Education degree. My 
husband and I have 3 kids, Gabrielle (5), Rylee (3), and Michael (1). 
I am at Carver to start my teaching career. My favorite drink is 
sweet tea and my favorite food is Italian. I am a huge Buffalo 
Bills fan.



My favorite thing 

about working with 

kids is to see their 

growth, 

development and to 

be there for them 

along the way!

Faces of Carver!!

Katherine Cox

Special 

Education EA

I was born in Colorado Springs and I have been in District 11 my whole life! I am so 
excited to be working in an amazing school district  and at Carver Elementary! I am 
married and have an 8 year old boy with special needs that teaches me every day! I 
have worked with kids about 14 years and have some classes in Early Childhood 
Education. My hobbies are family time, volleyball, and I enjoy our beautiful 
mountains and seeing new places. I like Qdoba and beef jerky.



Faces of Carver!! Special 

Education EA

I spent 8 years in the Army, 14 months in Vietnam where I was injured and returned 
home. I  was promoted to Sergeant and became an assistant drill instructor. I then 
trained as an apprentice for art and I worked for cable TV. When my wife became a 
teacher, I decided to join the education field. My wife is a librarian. Both of our sons 
work at Panorama Middle School as teaching assistants. I have been a technology 
teacher in the past and I was bored during retirement, so I came to Carver 
Elementary. This is my second year at Carver and I want to help students have a better 
life than I had. My life long ambition is that all students surpass those that taught 
them!

My passion is art and 

writing. I am inspired 

by the artist,  Heinz 

Stoker, I was his 

apprentice for five 

years. I enjoy digital 

and classical art. My 

favorite movie is 

Forbidden Planet. 



My passion is 

Astronomy. I have 

taught Astronomy at 

two of our high schools 

in D11. I continue to 

observe the night sky 

during my free time 

and use my telescopes 

at home as much as 

possible. 

Faces of Carver!!
Gaby Escobar

ELL Teacher

I have worked in D11 for 16 years as a Science, Spanish and ESL teacher/coach. Last school 
year, I was at Swigert teaching 6th grade. I am fully bilingual (Spanish - English) and have 
dual citizenship. I have lived in Colorado Springs for more than 20 years.
My ESL teaching training comes from the British Council and from Grand Canyon University 
where I obtained my Master's in Education in TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages). In addition, I have a Bachelor's in Biology and a Master's in Science in Forensic 
Science from UCCS. 
I have two wonderful adult children (a son and a daughter) and two beautiful grandchildren. 
My son has been a Sheriff with El Paso County for seven years. My daughter is working on 
her marketing degree. She lives with me. 



My family and 

ancestors inspire me 

the most!

I like to watch Netflix 

and spend time with 

friends. My favorite 

movie is Star Wars 

(original, prequel, 

sequel).

Faces of Carver!!
Cindy Gareri

Reading 

Interventionist

I started out by taking a K/1 position at Columbia starting second 
semester. I then went on to teach  at Patrick Henry for three 
years. When they had to remodel and lose 3 teachers, I was one 
of them. I then came to Carver and have been here ever since! It's 
my home away from home. I love seeing all the students 
everyday. I graduated from  Coronado High School  and 
Concordia University in St. Paul, Minnesota.



My mom inspires 

me the most!

I like to spend 

time with my 

family. My 

favorite movie is 

Singing in the 

Rain.

Faces of Carver!!
Kellie Gasper

Education 

Assistant 

Title I

I retired from Walmart after 20 years. Then covid hit. I wanted a 
new career and I chose Education and working with kids. Carver 
was the first school to offer me a position. It has been the best 
choice. I love what I do with kids and the people I work with. I love 
my job, the students and the staff.



Faces of Carver!!
Nancy Burke

Title 

Education 

Assistant
I am originally from Sacramento, California but I have lived 
here about 27 years.  I was in Accounts Payable at both Transit 
Mix Concrete and Classic Homes, where I was laid off in 2010 
due to the housing crisis.  I then went back to school at PPCC 
and then online at NKU.  I managed Marco's Pizza for 8 years, 
a job I loved because I love meeting people and helping serve 
them.  I was a mentor to many of the young people with whom 
I worked.  I have 2 grown daughters and 6 grandchildren. I live 
with the oldest and my 2 grandchildren who are 9 and 15.  I love 
to read and am looking forward to instilling that love in 
children.



Faces of Carver!!
Lori Morrow

Gifted and 

Talented 

Teacher

I was a new Gifted Resource teacher and saw that Carver still 
didn’t have a teacher, so I asked Collin if I could interview to fill 
the position and he hired me ;))). I have done most of my teaching 
in the Village 7 area so I wanted to be here!!! I’m from Kansas City 
and went to high school at Shawnee Mission South. I went to a 
teacher’s college at Emporia State University.  I love to watch 
movies and try to watch a new one each week! I love the kids, the 
neighborhood and the teachers  at Carver!

My friends inspire me the 

most, I have an amazing 

group f women in my life!  

I enjoy going out to eat, 

watching movies, going to 

sporting events, listening 

to live music, reading and 

hanging out with the 

family.



Faces of Carver!!
Building

Technicians

Mr. Will Porter

Antonio 

Hernandez

Gonzales 

Mr. Yovany 

Ramos



Faces of Carver!!
Cafeteria

Ms. Tina

Ms. 

Char
Ms. 

Letra


